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the world population will only exacerbate the over-exploitation of natural resources, 
water and land, overfishing and deforestation.

As a result, fewer and fewer resources will be available to an ever-increasing populati-
on. Pushed to its limits, this could ultimately lead to unrestrained competition for vital 
resources with devastating consequences for the countries concerned. 
 
    The reasons for the absence of family planning - and possible solutions

The population explosion, according to the UN, stems from a lack of family planning 
services and absence of sex education. This will only change when the ruling classes 
recognize that family planning is ultimately also in their own interest - for example, to 
avoid social and political unrest. There has to be greater financial and organisational 
commitment from international organisations. Industrial nations should make signifi-
cant financial contributions in their own interest to avoid future massive migration.

Religious opposition to family planning, in the countries affected but also in industriali-
sed countries, would have to cease. Representatives of world religions should ack-
nowledge the threat to humanity from exponential population growth. They should 
provide explicit moral support for much needed family planning in the countries con-
cerned.

Since supporting and sustaining life is central to all world religions, their representati-
ves should realise that this is best achieved by ensuring decent living conditions. This 
can only be attained through properly organised family planning programmes.  Should 
nature be allowed to take its course in the form of unrestricted reproduction, given 
the limited resources available, the result will inevitably be hunger, disease and war.  
World religions with their humanitarian aims need to recognise that family planning is 
by far the most humane method for ensuring human survival, given that it is closely 
linked to available resources.
 
Above all it is high time for everyone involved at both national and international levels 
to finally recognise that unless action is taken now, the problem of population explosi-
on will only become more difficult to resolve.
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    Abstract

It is our considered opinion that the population explosion is one of the primary causes 
(along with war and climate change) of the deprivation which exists in many developing 
countries and one of the main causes of the current global refugee crisis 
It would therefore be in the interests of every country in the world if, through appropri-
ate family planning programmes, the population growth of the countries concerned 
could be reconciled with the resources available in each country.

The population explosion constitutes as great a threat to the future of mankind as clima-
te change.  Nevertheless, the German government, in common with most other 
developed countries, continues to neglect the problem of population explosion.

We therefore call on our government, together with the governments of other industri-
alised nations and the UN, to support the countries concerned with substantial funding 
and technical assistance in the setting up of family planning programmes. In the long run, 
money spent in this way would do more to improve living conditions in the countries 
concerned than most other aid programmes.

    The situation at present

Currently, the world population is 7.6 billion and growing at a rate of over one and a half 
million per week. This represents an increase of 230,000 people per day or an annual 
increase of more than 80 million, roughly equivalent to the entire population of Germany 
every year. The problem is especially acute in developing countries. Africa's population 
will double over the next 30 years from 1.3 billion today to 2.6 billion, and in some 
countries such as Niger, it will triple.

By the end of the century, the world population is projected to reach at least 11 billion, 
4 billion more than the present figure. If the current growth rate continues unabated, 
however, it will reach 16.2 billion by 2100. (DSW, German Foundation World Population)    

All these people will need food and water, shelter and clothing, schools and health care, 
jobs and pensions. In the face of such growth rates, it will be impossible to meet all these 
needs. Living conditions are bound to deteriorate as a result. The exponential growth of 
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